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Lewiston preparing for grand eclipse viewing

Center Street to close to accommodate anticipated large-scale event in Lewiston

THE ECLIPSE

A Ste

in Time

Experience Lewiston’s history as day turns to night. Take a step back in time
to the 1820sand the Era of Good Feelings as the village is cloaked in totality
by the celestial “Ring of Fire.”

LEWISTON, NEW YORK
Monday, April 8, 2024, 2:00-4:30pm
Center Street

BY JOSHUA MALONI
6M/Managing Editor

Lewiston residents and tourists
will have a little more arm room to
watch the eclipse next spring, now
that the Village Board has agreed
to close Center Street for this once-
in-a-generation spectacle.

Lee Simonson, representing a lo-
cal group of volunteers, asked for
accommodations for “The Eclipse:
A Step Back in Time,” set for Mon-
day, April 8, 2024. His proposed
watch party would take place on
Center Street (from Fifth to Fourth
streets), and be centered on the
period of eclipse totality (3:18:24 to
3:21:41 p.m.) and the partial eclipse
(2:04 to 4:32 p.m.).

“This is going to be a big deal,”
he said. “We’re going to have thou-
sands of people coming from all
over the world — not just to Lew-
iston, but I know NASA is coming
to Niagara Falls. Buffalo is dead-
center. The eclipse starts in Texas
and comes up; the trail is at about
2,200 mph.

“We're here for your support.
We'd like to transform Center
Street.”

Trustees asked logistical ques-
tions, but didn’t object to the idea.

Center Street will be closed from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Details of the eclipse event will
be shared on the next “Lewiston
History Mysteries” placemat at
Apple Granny Restaurant. Part of
that text reads, “Event planners are
working to provide Lewiston resi-
dents and visitors a unique experi-
ence, without upstaging nature’s
amazing show. ...

“Street lighting will be turned
off, and businesses will be encour-
aged to turn off interior and exte-
rior lighting during ‘totality” The
only light will be from candles.

“19th Century demonstrations
will turn Center Streetinto an ‘living
history’ Frontier Village, including
metal forging, pottery making, fur
trappers, Native Americans, music
and dancers, candle making, cook-
ing, military reenactors, and many
other displays.

“Church bells will be ringing be-
fore and after totality.”

As the special moment draws

near, Simonson said he hopes
street lights will be turned off: “We
don’t want to upstage nature here.
We want it quiet; we it dark during
totality.

“But up to that point in time” the
other programming would be fea-
tured.

Simonson was told the Upward
Niagara Chamber of Commerce
conducted an informal survey as
to whether or not the Center Street
merchants want the street closed,
and the answer was “no.” However,
he said that was the same response
received prior to closing the road-
way a decade ago for the Historical
Association of Lewiston’s “Flames
Through Lewiston” reenactment,
and what resulted was record pa-
tronage.

Mayor Anne Welch said, “If we're
going to do something, I would like
the businesses to be there and be
involved.”

“I'm not opposed to that; I think
that's a great idea,” Trustee Dan
Gibson said.

Simonson’s group was asked to
develop a safety/evacuation plan
and coordinate with the Lewiston
Police Department and Depart-
ment of Public Works.

LPD Chief Frank Previte and
DPW Superintendent Larry Wills
said they would expect a crowd ri-
valing that of 2010s-era Artpark &
Company concerts. Previte joked
it could be anywhere from 100 to
100,000 people in attendance at the
Lewiston eclipse event. He offered
to provide Simonson with a festival
planning template.

Welch suggested the eventual
parking/no-parking/detour  plan
mirror the one used for the annual
Northwest Lewiston Jazz Festival,
which typically draws in excess of
30,000 people.

The Village of Lewiston will not
be providing eclipse glasses, but
said a local business might sponsor
an equipment purchase and distri-
bution.

Following the meeting, Simon-
son noted the Historical Associa-
tion of Lewiston is serving as the
“lead agency” for this event, “orga-
nizing a group of volunteers from
various organizations in the com-

Eclipse Times

Monday, April 8, 2024

\/ Partial Eclipse:
2:04 to 4:32 p.m.
(2 hours, 28 minutes)

\ Totality:
3:18:24 t0 3:21:41 p.m.
(3 minutes, 17 seconds)

munity. HAL will be accepting do-
nations for the event and disburs-
ing expenses.”

“The Eclipse: A Step Back in
Time” is sponsored, in part, by
Rocco and Carla DelGrosso of Kris-
Iyn Company.

Kinney Granted Permission
for Fencing

Also at Monday’s Village Board
meeting, trustees granted Whirl-
pool Jet Boat Tours President John
Kinney permission to partially en-
close portions of his property at
65 Center St., 125 S. First St., and
at the corner of Center and Water
streets.

Architect David Giusiana, speak-
ing on behalf of Kinney, called the

\WHIGE?

NOVEMBER 24TH 5:00-6:30
NOVEMBER 25TH  2:00-4:00
DECEMBER8TH  5:00-6:30
DECEMBER 16TH  5:00-6:30
DECEMBER 21ST 1:00-3:00
DECEMBER 22ND  7:00-9:00
DECEMBER 23RD 2:00-4:00
DECEMBER 26TH 1:00-3:00
DECEMBER 27TH 1:00-3:00
DECEMBER 28TH 1:00-3:00
DECEMBER 29TH 1:00-3:00
JANUARY 5TH 7:00-8:30
JANUARY 6TH 2:00-4:00
JANUARY 14TH 5:00-6:30
JANUARY 21ST 4:00-6:30
JANUARY 26TH 5:00-6:30

*5.00
PER SKATER
(52 OFF FOR LEWISTON RESIDENTS)
*3.00
SKATE RENTAL

| Lower Niagara
Moose No. 584
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At the start of Monday’s Village Board meeting, members of Lower Niagara
Moose No. 584 presented a check in the amount of $1,000 to the Lewiston
Beautification Commission. Pictured, from left, are Lewiston Beautification
members Susan Hofert and Tasia Fltzpatnck Ma C}/or Anne Welch; and repre-

senting the Moose: Josh Kilmer, Kelly Weber an

12-inch concrete barrier “almost
like a parking bumper that the
fence itself would be mounted to.”

He said the 34-inch top portion
is “primarily a wrought-iron metal
fence with a concrete base. It's no
higher than the 4 feet that’s allowed
by code.”

Kinney sought these fences to
further protect his properties.

Trustees Tina Coppins and Dan
Gibson voted “No” on the first and
third location.

Historic Law
Language Updated

Trustees approved a motion
to adopt local law No. 17-2023,
amending article IV (historic pres-
ervation) of the village code. They
thanked Historic Preservation
Commission Chairwoman Loretta
Frankovitch and her board for add-
ing clarification to definitions re-
garding the HPC and the historic
preservation process.

Lewiston Landing Update

Engineer Mike Marino said bids

Skates

OPENING NIGHT!!!

OPEN SKATE

BUFFALO BILLS

OPEN SKATE

WINTER BREAK CELEBRATION
OPEN SKATE

SKATE WITH SANTA

OPEN SKATE

DISNEY DAY

OPEN SKATE

DISCO FEVER

FAVORITE TEAM JERSEY NIGHT
BUFFALO PRO SPORTS DAY
OPEN SKATE

BEACH BASH

TEAM USA

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK!!!

POVNER AEENS

OPENING SKATE NIGHT
Friday, November 24th, 5pm-6:30pm
At Niagara University Dwyer Ice Complex
Sponsored by the Town of Lewiston
The skating fee is Free for
Town of Lewiston residents

Non-perishable items will be collected to support local food pantries.

1

4 .

Marilyn Haliday.

received for the next phase of the
Lewiston Landing renovation proj-
ect came in higher than the avail-
able funding, and so the project will
be scaled back and resubmitted.

The next bid application will in-
clude a new northside staircase
and perhaps a new grinder — but
probably not a new bathroom - for
the fish-cleaning station.

Leaf Collection

The DPW reminds residents
that, as of Dec. 1, it will only collect
bagged leaves.

Presented by
Dr. Glenda R.

Rose

Chiropractor

Survive Holiday Stress

Burning the candle at both ends?
Maybe that’s why, even though “it’s
the most wonderful time of the year”,
you don’t feel so wonderful!

Juggling your already stress-filled
days with marathon shopping sprees
and holiday entertaining can wear
you down physically and emotionally.
Not to mention lifting and wrapping
bags and boxes of gifts, putting up the
tree, handling excited children and
their activities, baking the holiday
goodies and shoveling the “white” in
Christmas.

Chiropractic adjustments to the
spine keep your nervous system
balanced, helping you feel more
relaxed, increasing your energy,
decreasing discomfort and boosting
your immune system. Can you think
of a better way to get through the
holidays?

Digestive enzymes help that
bloated feeling after eating too much.
Drinking a glass of water a half-hour
before a meal helps digestion as well
as preventing the many symptoms of
dehydration.

Have a few treats, but don’t
overindulge in the sugar and white
flour goodies as they both have
harmful affects on the immune system
and contribute to the susceptibility to
colds and flu come January.

Rose Chiropractic, P.C. is located
at 435 Ridge St., Lewiston. Our
purpose is to help as many people as
possible improve their health through
safe, natural, effective methods and
to educate them so they can recover
their health and lead healthy lives.
Call (716)754-9039 for your personal
program to improved health.
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